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Making their way through brick 
yards in Pakistan among destitute 

people seems remote from the 
comfortable life that Joseph and 

Rose Barkat once knew…

Called to Minister to 
the Marginalised
Living in Bedford for 40 years, the Barkats 
faithfully served the Lord there. Yet, four 
years ago they responded to God’s call to 
help marginalised people who are neglected 
in their home country of Pakistan. 

each year they have been able to provide 
more practical help for those who suffer. Now 
they have also become one of the projects of 
siloam Christian ministries.

‘due to poverty, entire families in Pakistan get caught 
in bondage,’ explains Siloam UK Director Richard Norton. 
‘In particular, the brick works are notorious for entrapping 
generations in debt poverty. small children through to the 
elderly work at brick making to pay for unscrupulous 
bonded labour.’ these families are largely from a Christian 
background and meet with discrimination because of their 
faith. without adequate medical or educational provision, 
these destitute labourers face a downward spiral. 

But they are not forgotten by God – or His people. British 
Christians have established 25 schools in various brick 
yards. Joseph and Rose coordinate with them as well as 

Pakistani Christians. they have been able to meet together 
with brick yard labourers, provide basic needs and bring 
hope for a better future.

‘It’s not enough to just teach,’ insists Joseph, who teaches 
at the local Bible College. ‘If you show your love, people 
will come to Jesus. that is why we call our work 
“Footsteps ministry in Pakistan”. we are just walking in 
the footsteps of Jesus.’ 

   Top left, Rose and Joseph Barkat return to Britain each 
year to encourage support for the marginalised in 

Pakistan. Left, forced to do hard labour, children and the 
elderly remain in bondage along with their families. Above, brick works 
entrap families in a downward spiral of poverty.

INSIGHTful Equation
80% = visual impairment which can be  

prevented or treated.

Some young people with eye 
problems benefit from special 
equipment which enables them 
to continue their education.
The dedicated Siloam team 
travel to reach leprosy patients 
and the poor so that no one is 
deprived of eye care.

Help In Sight
Medical treatments may improve, but the Christian 
ethos of showing God’s love by relieving suffering 
continues. Today, the Siloam Thomas Eye Hospital 
in India still offers eye care to those who are 
desperate and often impoverished. Young and old, 
poor or suffering from leprosy, all are shown the 
love of God and given the help they need. 
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It is with sadness that siloam Christian ministries 
announces the death of our founder Rev. dr. Karl Becker. 
A German mission worker, he saw the tremendous need of 
many suffering with blindness and leprosy in India. Our 
tribute to Rev. dr. Becker and the legacy of his ongoing 
work will follow in the next issue of Insight.
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Sponsoring a child offers them the gift of a changed life.

Thanks to generous supporters, 
each month 60 families in 

Uganda are being helped with 
Survival Packs…

Trust and Survival
due to tragic circumstances, twins milly 
and Susan suffer from being HIV positive. 
although only in their 20’s, they care for 
five children from their surviving extended 
family. sadly, even some of the children 
are hIV positive. they range in age from 
12 to four years old. But only 12-year-old 
Janet goes to school because a friend pays 
her school fees. milly is too sick to work. 
as the sole provider, susan has a job at a 
plantation, but doesn’t earn enough for the 
family.

‘Living in a one-room house, there are 
seven people in this family, but they have 
only one mattress,’ notes our Childcare 
worldwide (CCw) partner marlies Lange. 
‘Four-year-old trust was born with aIds. 
she cannot walk, just crawl. also, trust cannot talk, only 
communicate by making signs, and she gets sick very often.’ 

each survival Pack literally proves a life-saver for this 
family. They thankfully ask God to protect and bless the 
people who help them survive. 

Using carts, Philippine Christians aim to relieve the 
suffering of entire families who desperately need food, 
clothing and a means to provide for themselves. 

Just one example of this urgently needed ministry centres on 
a boy named Jordan. when asked to draw a picture of what he 
wanted to be, he drew a robber committing a hold-up. 

It seems he had been exposed to a TV show which focussed 
on the robber – and left an impact on Jordan. Their large 
family lives in the street. his father collects garbage to sell to 

SURVIVAL PACK
Corn flour, beans, cooking fat, soap and  

warm blankets…

Some of the family members who now receive food staples on a regular 
basis. Four-year-old Trust has never been able to walk or talk, but she can 
be helped in her suffering thanks to compassionate supporters.

It began as a simple concept. Just a large cart that 
brings relief to the poorest people in the streets…

Wheels That Can Turn Lives Around

junk shops. without running water, problems of hygiene 
make daily existence difficult and the children have only 
scanty clothing to wear. 

‘wheels of Life’ brings food and clothing to meet 
immediate needs. yet, this programme also includes school 
in a cart headed by nonie samonte because of children like 
Jordan and their families. not only can children obtain a 
basic education to overcome poverty, but they can be guided 
with values so that their future is not jeopardised. 

Young Jordan with his drawing that 
gave Christian workers an insight into 
his sad world. 

This crude, exposed shelter is the only home 
that Jordan’s large family know. 

This after school club provides deprived children with the extra help 
they need to progress with their education.
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Sponsoring a child offers them the gift of a changed life.

Expressing God’s love through Christian social 
work and education is making a powerful 

impact on communities in India…

Hope Now – and for the Future
Siloam is happy to welcome the Light of Hope Mission in 
India as one of our projects. 

as a young man, founder Pappy daniel especially cared 
for impoverished children who lacked food and basic 
clothing. moved with compassion for the desperately poor, 
he established a home for orphans. Both sponsorship and 
the support of individuals, who contribute financially, 
provide these children with loving care. 

today, some 70 children receive physical and spiritual 
nurture. Importantly, their education enables them to look 
forward to a more secure, independent future.

over the years, Pappy daniel has earned the respect not 
only of fellow Christians, but also those of other faiths in the 
community. this well-organised project gives practical aid 
to the needy in order to equip them with independent 
means for earning a living. 

Also, close to 200 people now attend a thriving church 
fellowship. house groups are being established in poor 
villages where no church buildings exist. Good News is 
preached and people are given new hope along with 
practical help. 

A CHILD’S  VIEW
In the Philippines, child labour has increased 

by 12% in recent years.

In the Philippines, a business call by a little 
boy of just seven years old brought positive 

change for his family…

Life Changing Business
Evangelist Romeo Pongol opened his door and his heart to 
Joselito, who works to earn money for his impoverished 
family. 

this child is the youngest of a large family who were 
abandoned by their father. their mother never really 
recovered from the depression which followed. 

Each afternoon Joselito goes to work, carrying water for 
neighbours to earn a few coins for his family. he is a good 
worker and everyone likes him very much. 

when Joselito’s business brought him to Romeo’s house, he 
was amazed at this little boy who works so incredibly hard 
to help his family survive. Romeo included Joselito’s family 
in the survival Pack programme. not only do they now 
receive regular food parcels, but the entire family attends the 
Bible studies Romeo conducts in their home. their lives are 
being changed physically and spiritually because God used 
an evangelist’s open door and an open heart. 

Evangelist 
Romeo Pongol 
with Joselito, 
the little boy 
whose hard 
work opened a 
door of 
opportunity for 
his family.

Over the years, Pappy Daniel and 
generous supporters have been able to 
house impoverished orphans.
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Expressing God’s love by providing medical aid, education, social help to individuals and small groups in the UK and worldwide.

MATTERS OF FACT
80% of people in Haiti live below the  

poverty line.

PRAYER DIARY
Please pray for:

SUNDAY – IndIa – the welfare of the children in our 

homes there, and for the staff who care for them – in 

particular, david and Lydia who have oversight of these 

projects

MONDAY – VIetnam – for the children who are 

sponsored by our supporters; that they might grow up 

healthy.

TUESDAY – Botswana – for the ministry of tony & 

Johanna morais – giving thanks for tony’s recovery from 

cancer to continue his ministry among families there.

WEDNESDAY – Kenya – for our associates working 

among refugees in dadaab and other camps, where 

disease has broken out.

THURSDAY – PhILIPPInes – the work of Rehoboth 

Baby Rescue Centre, giving thanks that they are able to 

provide a safe place for abandoned children.

FRIDAY – PhILIPPInes – the work of nonie samonte in 

bringing education to the street children and families, that 

they may gain some hope for the future.

SATURDAY – UK – Richard, teresinha, michael and Lan, 

who faithfully work in our office for guidance as they 

administer your gifts.

In Haiti, more than 350 children benefit from 
the School Feeding Programme…

Bonding with Children  
and their Families
‘Not only are they more alert, get better grades and play like 
children should,’ explains our CCW partner Marlies Lange, 
‘The programme has also strengthened a Christian bond 
among them that even reaches into many of their families.’ 

They receive nourishing meals five days a week and, after they 
have eaten, they have a Bible lesson with emphasis on the gospel. 

One little girl, Nita, is six. She comes from a very poor family. 
her father died and her mother is unemployed. at her young 
age, she knows what it is like to be hungry. how happy nita is 
to be part of the programme. 

her teacher told the class, ’this food has been sent by people 
who love the Lord Jesus and so they want to share with others, 
especially children who are hungry.’ In simple terms, she clearly 
explained salvation through Jesus. After class, Nita prayed with 
her teacher to follow the Lord Jesus. 

Very poor children under five years 
old are the most vulnerable…

Enabling the Vulnerable
In order to develop normally, children need 
nourishing food – and enough of it. 

however, especially in rural areas of India, 
parents often cannot give what their baby or 
toddler needs. they do their best but, in many 
cases, they are too poor to provide the needed 
care. Critical Care Project gives nourishing food 
as well as mental stimulation for these children, 
enabling the vulnerable to develop their 
physical and mental potential. 
Left, some of these formerly malnourished children faced 
developmental problems with speech and alertness. Now 
they are reaching their potential with the care every 
vulnerable child needs. 

From hunger to 
happiness: Nita is 
just one child of 
hundreds who are 
being helped because 
of generous 
supporters.
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